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Before we start E6COC

Please mute your microphone when not speaking.

Please use the chat function or raise your hand to ask questions during the meeting.
Any unanswered questions will be followed up on after the meeting.

The meeting will be recorded for back-up purposes.



Meeting objectives (@

N
DISEASE FREVERTION

To introduce the SOHO network to EpiPulse

« Gain understanding of the EpiPulse platform, including its purpose and functionalities.
» Gain an overview of how to navigate in EpiPulse.

» Highlight the benefits of EpiPulse for the SoHO network.

« Describe roles and responsibilities.

« QOutline the plan for implementation of EpiPulse for the SoHO network.




Agenda @

1. Introduction

« Webinar objectives
« EpiPulse for the SOHO-Net
« EpiPulse implementation plan for the SOHO-Net

2. Overview of the EpiPulse platform

The EpiPulse platform

What information can be shared
Access to the SoHO domain
EpiPulse item types

Role of ECDC Round Table

3. EpiPulse for the SOHO network
« Practical examples relevant to SoHO
4. Demonstration of EpiPulse

5. Summary and next steps



EpiPulse @ __

=  The European surveillance portal for infectious diseases for EU/EEA public health stakeholders and international
partners

. Collect, analyse, share, and discuss data for threat detection, monitoring, risk assessment and outbreak
response

. Up-to-date-overview on potential cross-border threats to health

. Provides forum for information exchange and collaboration between countries



EpiPulse for the SOHO-Net

Receive information reported by ECDC and by
other ECDC networks

Up-to-date-overview on potential cross-border
threats to health relevant for SoHO

Surveillance data on infectious diseases relevant
to SoHO

Information to be shared by the SoHO-Net in
EpiPulse

. Events related to donor-derived communicable
disease transmission through SoHO

= Events related to communicable disease
relevant to SOHO safety

=  Sharing of experience and good practice related
to SoHO donor selection.

(70 be discussed further with each SoHO-Net group)

ELRGFERR CENTRE FOR
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Introduction and Implementation of EpiPulse for the SOHO Network @ C

Timeline Excepted outcome for the NFPs

EpiPulse access for the SOHO-Net May 2024 Access to EpiPulse

Webinar: May 2024 Introduced to the platform
Introduction to EpiPulse

EpiPulse training September 2024 Know how to navigate and utilise EpiPulse
(Virtual)
Workshop: June 2024 Agreed on what information specific for SOHO-type that
Information to be shared in EpiPulse (Organs ) should be shared in EpiPulse.
September 2024
(Blood, Tissues and Cells
and MAR)

SoHO-Net use of EpiPulse Autumn 2024 Fully introduced to the platform




Expected contribution from the SoHO-Net NFPs ﬁe OC

* Log in and explore the EpiPulse platform May 2024

* Receive and respond to events created from May 2024, after introduction webinar
ECDC and other ECDC users

* Create items and communicate in EpiPulse Autumn 2024, after the EpiPulse hands-on
with ECDC and the SoHO network. training



The EpiPulse platform (%ﬁ C

DISEASE FREVERTION

What is EpiPulse? The European surveillance portal for infectious diseases

« Online portal for EU/EEA public health authorities, public health stakeholders and international partners.
 Collect, analyse, share, and discuss data for threat detection, monitoring, risk assessment and outbreak response.

« Platform integrates indicator-based and event-based surveillance, including molecular typing.

@&: EpiPulse

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR
DISEASE PREVENTION
AND CONTROL

Case-based data | Event-based data

Notify: Individual cases or Notify: Outbreaks, clusters
isolates

Aim: Risk Assessment
Identification, assessment & communication of the risk




The regulation (%ﬁ C

DISEASE FREVERTION

Regulation (EU) 2022/2371 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 November 2022 on serious Ccross-
border threats to health (SCBTH) and repealing Decision No 1082/2013/EU

Complies with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

Epidemiologic surveillance is the systematic

collection, analysis and interpretation of data on
S o communicable diseases to inform action
€COC EP|PUlse EU Dec 2018/945 ~60 diseases

Case-based data ||Event-based data

o _ Events, Forum and News sections launched in 2021
Notify: Iniggllladttgl cases or Notify: Outbreaks, clusters

Aim: Risk Assessment
Identification, assessment & communication of the risk




Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse ﬁe OC

The value of timely positive or negative findings in country replies

* When an Event is posted by Country A, e.g. observing an atypical outbreak or trend in detections

- Country B may post a response, confirming that they have made similar observations

« Itis extremely helpful during ECDC’s assessment to receive timely
- positive findings from other countries
- negative findings from other countries

- updates about ongoing investigations

« This facilitates more effective and informed risk assessment of this event



What information can be shared further @ C

DISEASE FREVERTION

v" Only personal account to access EpiPulse — no generic email

v' Info cannot be shared further, unless ECDC agrees on doing so upon request

Terms of Service - Purpose and legal basis of EpiPulse

The purpose of EpiPulse is to support infectious disease surveillance, early threat detection and risk assessment in the European Union/European Economic Area
(EU/EEA). The web-based platform is designed for collecting, retrieving, exploring, exchanging and discussing data and information on cases of infectious diseases,
pathogens and signals and events posing potential threats to public health in Europe and beyond. EpiPulse brings together nominated national experts from EU/EEA
and non-EU/EEA countries, ECDC staff and representatives of other European authorities and international organisations.

The legal basis for this activity is Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 (ECDC's Founding Regulation), in particular articles 3, 4, 8, 10 and 11, and Decision 1082/2013/EU on
serious cross-border threats to health.

Confidentiality
As a User, I hereby declare that:
1. I will use EpiPulse only for the purposes and within the legal framework described in art. 1 above.

Please treat the data in the platform as sensitive non-classified unless specifically indicated as public



e

Access to EpiPulse @ C

Public health stakeholders
o EU/EEA countries

o EU candidate and potential candidate countries
o European Neighbourhood Policy countries

o selected countries outside the EU/EEA that have agreed cooperation frameworks with ECDC

« European Commission (DG-SANTE, DG-ECHO, DG HERA)
« Early warning and response system (EWRS) users
« EU Agencies (EFSA, EMA, EEA, ECHA, EU-OSHA)

« WHO-EURO




ECDC infectious disease networks

Each ECDC network has a domain in EpiPulse

* You as ECDC National Focal Points for SoHO have
access to the SOHO domain

 Different sectors in the SOHO domain:

Blood

Tissues and cells

Human organs

Medically assisted reproduction

O O OO

Other users can be invited to specific events (when
applicable):

WHO Euro
DG SANTE

You will receive only notifications related to events

relevant to SoHO and your sector.

o On creation of an event

o Only if you want, for new comments and other
updates

3- digit Shortname Domain
1 ARH ARHAI Antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections
2 EIP El Epidemic Intelligence
3 EVD EVD Emerging and vector borne diseases
4 FWD FWD Food- and waterborne diseases and zoonoses
5 HEP HEP Viral hepatitis
6 | HIV HIV HIV/AIDS
7 IRV IRV Influenza and other respiratory viruses
8 LEG LEGI Legionellosis
9 PRE PREP Preparedness
|_10 SHO SoHO Substances of Human Origin
11 SRV SRV General Surveillance
12  STI STI Sexually transmitted infections
13 TUB B Tuberculosis
14 VPD VPD Vaccine-preventable Diseases




o

EpiPulse functionality @ C

DISEASE FREVERTION

EpiPulse Item types

There are different Item types to facilitate different activities within the platform:

Signals

Events - Event-based surveillance

Threats

Long-term monitoring

Forum

News




Event

case(s)/cluster(s)/outbreak(s)/epidemiological situation(s)/incident(s)/public health risk situation(s)

detected in/reported by one or several countries

that according to your assessment pose (or may pose) a public health risk for the EU/EEA

Examples:

a case of yellow fever imported from a country where the virus is not known to circulate

an autochthonous case of a disease in the EU/EEA, where it has not been detected previously
detection of a novel virus/disease

first human case for the season of locally acquired West Nile Virus in the EU/EEA

a human case of avian influenza

an increase in the number of imported malaria cases in one EU/EEA country

an increase of hepatitis E cases in one EU/EEA country

ELRGFERR CENTRE FOR



Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse ﬁe OC

DISEASE FREVERTION

According to their permissions, users can create an Event, a Forum or a News item

« ECDC assesses all Events, summarising in the Situation Awareness Summary.

« Should the Event be of concern within the mandate of ECDC and assessed as posing a public health risk for the EU/EEA, ECDC will re-
classify the event as a Threat.

» In such cases, DG SANTE (Health Threats Unit - B2) are granted access to the Situation Awareness Summary but cannot see the initial
post nor any comments from stakeholders.

ECDC users ﬂ

ECDC

Epidemic Intelligence monitoring ﬂ v v v
_____, SIGNALS EVENTS | THREATS

Algorithms running on indicator-based
surveillance data (cases and isolates)

o

EU/EEA Member States or “partner” countri
and institutions n




Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse

Role of ECDC Round Table

New EpiPulse
Event

ECDC ECDC Round Table
assessment review
Review Event post and » Review Event and classification

responses from other countries e.g. Event > Threat
SCBTH criteria

A « Open to relevant stakeholders
Situation Awareness Summary
e.g. WHO EURO, EFSA

Follow-up with countries

- restricted version
- public version

Follow-up actions

Follow-up with countries

Situation Awareness Summary
included in CDTR

- Daily restricted
- Weekly restricted

- Weekly public


https://epipulse.ecdc.europa.eu/ebs/#/item/outputs/overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-and-data/monitoring/weekly-threats-reports

Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse @ C

Help #Q

Homepage, instructional videos, help and support docs

Q, Enter your search criteria here

@ Getting started with EpiPulse - Supporting document
Videos to get started
<« O A [ hitps://epipulse.ecdc.europa.eu A W 4’. L] o = A e
(@ . _ Generic functionalities
ECCiC Epll‘ulse = Report Manage Explore Collaborate _ o
Welcome to EpiPulse - the European surveillance portal for infectious diseases! D Events, Forums & News
Through this portal you can report and share information on cases or events of infectious diseases/pathogens, explore European data or exchange information with other nominated users.
Note: EPIS ELDSNet continues to work as usual, migration will occur on a later stage. The function and use of EWRS remain unaffected. D Molecular typing

TESSy can also be accessed through the EpiPulse menu. To report cases or molecular typing data go to 'Report'— ‘Cases’ or 'Sequence data’. The existing TESSy URL and functionalities have not changed.

Should you have any further questions or suggestions for improvement, please send them to epipulse@ecdc.europa.eu.

=

Click on the menu above fo get started. Through the help buiton on the top right-hand side of the screen,you can access built-in tutorials to guide you around. You can also watch the videos to Jearn how to use EpiPulse: e

|-
ECDC Supporting document for external users-
How to use EpiPulse Events, Forums and News

ecoc ecoc ecoc ecoc

ecoc ecoc

EpiPulse
Notifications

EpiPuise
Walk-through

EpiPulse
Advanced search

EpiPulse
Create a comment

EpiPulse
Get Started

EpiPulse

Create an item Getting started with EpiPulse for external users

13 October 2023
Ver.1.1

1u10r'\3\ Futorid!

qutorial

Get Started Create an Item Create a Comment Advanced Search Walkthrough Feature Notification Management Content
ontents

Aim and scope of this guide

Who can access EpiPulse and how access is granted?

Logging in to EpiPulse

How to navigate EpiPulse

Posting on EpiPulse

How to post on EpiPulse?

Who can see posts on EpiPulse?

Daily and weekly Communicable Disease Threat Reports

o e wow oW ok e

Contact EpiPulse

EpiPulse is the European surveillance portal for infectious diseases. The portal facilitates collection, analysis,
and dis ination of indicator- and -based surveillance data on infectious diseases, including global
ihole and health i affecting the population of EU/EEA

epidemic ir

g
countries. Through this platform, ECDC aims to strengthen the prevention and control of infectious diseases
by enhancing early threat detection and assessment. EpiPulse enables better preparedness and management
of threats from Infectious diseases at the EU and global level, through real-time monitoring of outbreak signals
and events. Reporting in EpiPulse is voluntary for the member states focal paints.
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Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse @ C

ELRGFERR CENTRE FOR
DISEASE FREVERTION
MG CONTROL

When and how to post

.

E(.\CSC EpIPl.llse = Report Manage Explore Collaborate I
Cases Edit case/Case  Public Atlas CCB contacts
Events, Forum  validation Surveillance Dashboards/Reports » Domain Contacts »
& News Atlas » Extranets
Sequence Data ToWhoad data
Determinant Signal detection tool
Data Molecular typing tool
Surveillance Documents Overview
system

descriptors
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Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse @ C

tem details s ]

D 2024-SHO-00023 Type: Event Title: Webinar 17 May

Diseases: Tick-borne encephalitis Pathogens: Tick-borne encephalitis virus Participating domain: SoHO

Key information

Document workspace (contains 0 files in 0 spaces)

Situation Awareness Comments Links Outputs Visualisations ECDC

Summary (posted] (Modified time: z024-05-08 16:17) Restricted version

View Posted Summary ~ Edit summary ‘ Show differences ‘

[ © Gosted

Executive Summary summary of the situation, assessment and recommended actions.

Overview Summary of all comments from countries Summary of comments from countries with info that can be siared in the public domain.
I Assessment I ECDC assessment on the situation
I Actions I Recommended acticns for response

I Further information I

Public info that can be shared

Please treat the data in the platform as sensitive non-classified unless specifically indicated as public.
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Event-based surveillance in EpiPulse @

EpiPulse: 2024-EIP-00019-Item created by ECDC -EWRS - Parvovirus B19 infections

noreply@ecdc.europa.eu
To Stefania De Angelis

[Notice]: This is an external email. Be cautious when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact Front Office.

Dear Stefania De Angelis,

The following update or item creation has taken place in EpiPulse:

e 2024-EIP-00019 - EWRS - Parvovirus B19 infections (Threat) - (created by El, ECDC, Public Health), tem created

To modify your notifications preferences, please visit the My profile: General page.

Kind regards,
ECDC's EpiPulse Team

EpiPulse contact email: epipulse@ecdc.europa.eu

e



ECDC - SoHO-Net - examples: @ C

Increase in Parvovirus B19 infection in several EU/EEA countries, 2024

« Event opened by Preparedness domain.

« Original Event reported an increase in human parvovirus B19 infections in pregnant women in Denmark in the 1st quarter
of 2024, with information on current epidemiological features.

« Additional countries stated an increasing trend of parvovirus B19 infection in children and pregnant women, but also of
B19V detections in blood and plasma donors.

« Continuous updates to the Event with additional information.

Actions by ECDC SoHO team:

« Performed: Exchange of information on detection trends of B19V by email between ECDC and NFPs for the blood sector
within SOHO-Net.

» Expected: ECDC sharing the event through EpiPulse with the blood sector of SOHO-Net for the provision of information
by NFPs.

Actions for SOHO-Net:
» Provide information to ECDC. NFP can consider if relevant donor assessment procedures need to be implemented locally.



ECDC - SoHO-Net - examples: @ C

Increase in hepatitis E in Finland, 2024

« Item opened by the Food and waterborne domain.

» Original Event described an unusual increase in hepatitis E cases in Finland.

« Several country replies indicating similarly an unusual increase.

» Some countries did not observe this increase.

« Through further studies and genotyping, the source of infection was identified.

Actions for SOHO-Net
« For information only. NFP can consider if relevant donor assessment procedures need to be implemented locally.



Next steps @ C

After this webinar:
* Please log in to the EpiPulse platform and watch the tutorials

* You will be able to receive notifications on events reported by ECDC and other ECDC networks and respond to these
events if applicable/requested by creating a comment. You can log in to the platform upon an e-mail-notification with the
link to the event.

« Please do not share restricted information with others. You may share information that is in the public part of the
situation summary or please ask ECDC about sharing restricted information further.

September
« EpiPulse hands on training and workshop, more information will follow.
* You will be able to communicate and report events in EpiPulse after the hands-on training.



. The presentation will be shared after the meeting.
. Any unanswered questions will be followed up, after the meeting.

Additional questions?

» General EpiPulse feedback and technical issues - EpiPulse@ecdc.europa.eu

» Access support or login questions - Country.Cooperation@ecdc.europa.eu
« For SoHO specific content in EpiPulse - Soho@ecdc.europa.eu



mailto:EpiPulse@ecdc.europa.eu
mailto:Country.Cooperation@ecdc.europa.eu
mailto:Soho@ecdc.europa.eu

Thank you!
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